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At last, the campaigns have hit their final stride and 
in a few days all will be over, or will we still be counting 
chads in Florida?  Regardless of your political beliefs, I am 
sure we can all agree that we are sick and tired of the 
never-ending political ads, rhetoric, sniping, name calling, 
debates, promises made that will never be kept and so on 
and so on.  This is an extremely interesting election no 
matter who you are for –- an ‘old’ highly experienced 
white man vs. a ‘young’ relatively inexperienced African 
American man, and a ‘young’ inexperienced woman vs. a 
‘old’ highly experienced man.  Where else in the world 
could these combinations be vying for the highest elected 
position in the country? 

I will tell you where else –- right here in the 
Newcomer Club of the Foothills.  In January 2009, we will 
select a nominating committee that will be asked to put 
together a slate of officers to be presented to the Club at 
the March meeting.  Think how much fun it would be to 
actually have a selection of individuals for the various 
officer and chairperson positions.  I guarantee that these 
positions require far less fundraising, campaigning, 
debating, backbiting and defending of positions than our 
national candidates.  In fact, I suspect that all of our 
candidates will have the same position relative to growing 
and improving the Club, thus negating the need for our 
own ‘debates.’  If you have ever said, I could do a better 

job than              , then here is the chance you have been 
waiting for.  

We are all fortunate enough to have the time to 
devote to an organization like the Newcomer Club. Other 
than the fact that our investments have plummeted these 
last few weeks, we are all in a position to be able to ‘work’ 
for a group without the need for financial compensation.  
Leaders in our group will not be subject to the new 
stringent laws regarding excess financial compensation; 
however, we can vouch for the fact that the emotional 
and relational compensations are terrific.  As an officer or 
chairperson of the Newcomer Club, you will meet and 
work with wonderful people, and reap the rewards of this 
terrific organization.

There are two points to take away from all of this.   
First, take time today as you prepare to vote, or after you 
have voted, to look around and appreciate everything we 
have available as a U.S. citizen, to appreciate the people in 
your life that give you pleasure and thank you for being 
you.  Second, take the time to consider serving as an 
officer or committee chairperson.  The Newcomer Club 
needs leaders to continue its fine work.  If interested, 
please let a current board member know of your interest.

 Greg & Donna Hammill
Newcomer Club Co-Presidents m

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

NEWCOMER MEETING

NOVEMBER 4, 2008

St. Mark United Methodist Church

616 Quincy Road

Seneca, SC 29678

ELECTION DAY  -- PLEASE VOTE

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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NOVEMBER 4 MEETING
The Newcomer Club of the Foothills welcomes Ms. Fran 
McGuire, the director of Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Management (PRTM) at Clemson University, and Ms. 
Trenna Metts, the director of Continuing Education at Tri-
County Technical College. Each will provide insights on 
the continuing education opportunities from their 
respective institutions. The meeting will begin at 9:30 
a.m., with the program starting at 10:00 a.m. Please come 
early to enjoy coffee and cookies and to investigate the 
numerous club, cultural and civic organizations for your 
membership and enjoyment. For maps and further 
information do not hesitate to visit our website at: 
newcomerclub.com

LUNCH BUNCH
The Tiki Hut at the Keowee Marina

From St. Mark Church, head north to Bypass #123 and 
head east (right) toward the intersection at #130 near 
Ingels and Bi-Lo markets. Before you reach the 
intersection, look for the Shell Gas Station (on the left) 
and turn left onto Old Salem Road. Before the road ends, 
turn left into Keowee Marina where you will find the Tiki 
Hut. This is a private club and the Newcomers have never 
been here. You may order from the menu.  

NEWCOMER HOLIDAY BRUNCH
Tuesday, December 2, 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. ($15)

The Club at Keowee Key
You are invited to join your fellow Newcomers for a deli-
cious 5-course buffet with magical musical entertainment 
provided by the Seneca High School Chorale. Seating is 
limited (only 150), so make your reservation ASAP.

Linda Callahan 864-719-0134" 
LINDACAL1046@yahoo.com

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
Newcomer Club is proud to announce the adoption of 
Sheep Farm Road in Seneca by its first ever Adopt-A-
Highway interest group.  We can always use another pair 
of hands, so please consider joining us for our four-times-
a-year cleanups. Please contact me.

Denise Doyle 864-944-2725
tddoyle@bellsouth.net

SENECA WOMAN'S CLUB
WINE TASTING - FOOD - RAFFLE

Friday, November 7 -- 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Historic Ballenger House

212 E. South Third Street, Seneca
 

Wines poured by Palmetto Spirits. Hors d'oeuvres by 
Seneca Woman's Club Members. Tickets available at 
Palmetto Spirits and Circa 1930 or call 886-0299. 
Suggested donation $25 per person. 

Jackye Cocoros (508-0593)

SAVE THE DATE 
NOVEMBER 15, 2008 

The Anderson Arts Center is planning its Annual 
Auction at the Anderson Civic Center. This is a black 
tie event that compares to none in the area.  It is an 
evening of wonderful food, drink, entertainment and, 
of course, a silent and live auction of artwork and 
many other goods and services.  If addresses are sent 
in, catalogs will be mailed for guests to preview three 
weeks before the auction. Send address to: 

annettebuchanan@bellsouth.net 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESALE STORE 

We need unwanted items from your cabinets and storage 
areas, just about anything but clothes. Items can be 
dropped off at Receiving behind the Resale Store during 
store hours. For pickup of bulky items, call (864) 888-2118 
or send e-mail to ochfh06@bellsouth.net. Used cars, 
trucks, boats and boat trailers in working condition are also 
accepted. 

130 Bountyland Road, Seneca, SC
Regular Hours of Operation 

Wed-Thurs-Fri 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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BLUEGRASS AND BENEFITS
Good bluegrass music and down south home comedy come to 
WCA on November 22  at 7 p.m.  Dry Branch Fire Squad  will 
have the audience rolling in the aisles when the music stops and 
the jokes begin. Tom Boyd picks the banjo, Dan Russell plays he 
bass, Ron Thomason is on the mandolin and has a lot to do with 

the comedy.  Brian Ald -
rige picks the guitar.  
The four have been to-
gether 30 years and truly 
know how to perform 
and entertain.  Dry 
Branch Fire Squad is not 
only a great bluegrass 
group,but  the leader, 
Ron Thomason, is one 
of the funniest people 
you will ever see.  Crip -
ple Creek  (Bill and Con-
nie Lowe, who brought 
DBFS to WCA) will open 
this show.  
Tickets are $25.

November brings two free beneÞt shows (donations will be 
accepted).  Not much known at this time about the Þrst beneÞt 
on November 1, but the second beneÞt is scheduled for Sunday 
afternoon, November 16  and will star TV personality Jack Roper 
(the weatherman for CBS who does magic).  WCA and Old St. 
JohnÕs team together to present this beneÞt Variety Show.  The 
Binge , led by John Bowers, Derrick Phillips, Ricardo Alerre, and 
Sweetwater CrossinÕ Þll in all the other slots. The show begins at 

3 p.m., and you should 
be home before dark.  A 
Silent Auction will be held 
to augment the coffers of 
Old St. JohnÕs.  No set 
price for admission. 
Donations only.

December brings The 
Civic Christmas Chorale, 
The Tour of Homes, The 
Craft Show and a return 
of Andy Cooney (left) , 
the Irish tenor who will 
bring his Christmas show 
to sleepy Walhalla shortly  
after appearing in 
Carnegie Hall with ÒThe 
Magic of Christmas.Ó  

Andy will arrive on December 13 , 7 p.m.  Tickets are $25. Buy 
early; they go fast.

Season Tickets  for the 2008/2009 season cost $100 and give 
you entry into any 6 shows, which is like getting 6 shows for 
the price of 4.  WCA plans to add several more shows, so there 
should be between 12 and 14 shows to choose from with a 
Season Ticket.  So far, our line up for shows eligible for the 
Season Ticket plan is as follows:

Nov. 22! Dry Branch Fire Squad $25

Dec. 13! Andy Cooney $25

Jan. 23 ! Legend in Black $25

Feb. 21! Whisperings -- Music From the Heart !
! (Ticket price TBA)

Mar. 6 ! Celtic Crossroads $25

Mar. 19 ! Simply Sinatra $25

Tickets may be purchased by calling WCA box ofÞce at 864-
638-5277 or visiting Booksmith, Sensibly Chic or MusicianÕs 
Den in Seneca; Chamber of Commerce & Common Grounds, 
Walhalla; the Wine Emporium in the Keowee-Salem area.  
Check the web site at walhallacivicauditorium.com .  Ques-
tions?  Call Tom Brosnan at 864-944-5762."""" 

Rhonda Vincent,  who performed at WCA in October with the Rage , is 
a pretty performer. It turned out that she sang even better than she 
looked! Above, Rhonda Vincent takes time to visit with two of her littlest 
fans after a great show at the Walhalla Civic Auditorium.

WALHALLA CIVIC AUDITORIUM 

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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! It was a small but enthusiastic crowd that braved the 
cool morning on October 7 on Johnson Street in Westminster 
to join with representatives of Square D/Schneider Electric and 
prospective home owners for the groundbreaking ceremony 
noting the beginning of construction of a new home for Billy 
and Frinda Jackson and their family.  Family Partner Dianna 
Kimmel will support the Jacksons to make their dream of 
homeownership come true.  Dianna Kimmel is a Keowee Key 
resident and member of the Newcomer Club of the Foothills. 

! Construction of the 3-bedroom, 2-bath home is sched-
uled to start shortly and will be completed in early 2009. Con-
struction of the home will be managed by a Habitat construc-
tion manager and will be built by Square D/Schneider Electric 
employees and their families, alongside other Habitat volunteers. 
Volunteers may contact the Oconee County Habitat afÞliate at 
(864) 944-6888.   

! Square D/Schneider Electric is helping Habitat for Hu-
manity across North America. The company is providing a 
Square D brand load center, circuit breakers and other related 
electrical equipment to every Habitat home built in a partner-
ship worth $7 million. Through this effort, Square D/Schneider 
Electric has already made a signiÞcant contribution to providing 
decent, affordable housing for over 22,000 low-income families 
in the United States, Canada and Mexico.  The company will also 
sponsor houses in 16 other company locations and give its em-
ployees the opportunity to volunteer on the builds. Square D is 
the ßagship brand of Schneider Electric in the United States for 
electrical distribution and industrial control products, systems 
and services. 

! Keowee Key resident Rick McRae, president of the 
Oconee County Habitat for Humanity afÞliate spoke of this 
partnership with Square D, ÒWe are extremely grateful to 

Square D/Schneider Electric for the contributions they have 
made to help provide decent, affordable housing for low-
income families in Oconee County.  We are excited about this 
opportunity to expand the partnership between Square D/
Schneider Electric and Habitat for Humanity to include the 
building of a speciÞc Habitat home here in Oconee County.Ó

! The Oconee County Habitat for Humanity afÞliate 
will complete construction of six homes this year and a signiÞ-
cant portion of two more, including the home done in partner-
ship with Square D and its employees.  Additional construction 
volunteers are needed for these efforts, as well as volunteers 
to help with landscaping, and volunteers to help with resale 
store operations.  To volunteer, call (864) 888-2118.  The local 
afÞliate of Habitat for Humanity International in Oconee 
County was founded in 1986. Its goal is to eliminate poverty 
housing in Oconee County. "Funding for OCHFHÕs building 
program comes from gifts, endowments, money-raising pro-
jects, such as the Seneca Resale Store and annual jazz concert, 
and from mortgage payments of occupied homes. For further 
information, contact <ochfh07@bellsouth.net>, visit 
<http://ochfh.tripod.com>  or call (864) 888-2118. 

CONSTRUCTION

! The home for the Phillips family at 490 Connor Blvd., 
in Fair Play was dedicated on October 12, 2008, and the house 
built for the Craft family by The Homebuilders Association of 
Oconee County at 201 Tribble Street in Seneca was dedicated 
on October 24, 2008.  Construction of two homes on Johnson 
Street in Westminster sponsored by Square D/Schneider Elec-
tric and Congress Building America, respectively, started the 
end of October.  Construction hours are Tues. 12:00 Ð 4:00 
p.m. and Fri. and Sat. from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon. "For more 
information, "call Mary-Sue Plague at (864) 944-6888.

OCONEE COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY (OCHFH)

OCHFH Family partner Dianna Kimmel helps her family Billy, Frinda and Jessica 
Jackson break ground for their new home on Johnson Street in Westminster

Westminster City Councilwoman Donna Sherriff, OCHFH Construction 
Supervisors Mory Ranck and Jay Neidert, Congressman Gresham Barrett, 
OCHFH President Rick McRae, and Westminster Chamber of Commerce 
Director Sandra Powell at the site of the Congress Building America Habi-
tat for Humanity house in Westminster

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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GAMAC OPENS 18TH 
MASTERWORKS SERIES

 

The Greater Anderson Musical Arts Consortium 
(GAMAC) will open its 18th Masterworks Series 
with a performance of George GershwinÕs Porgy and 
Bess on Friday, November 7 at 8:00 p.m. in the 
Rainey Fine Arts Center on the campus of Anderson 
University.  Featuring the GAMAC Chorale and 
Orchestra under the direction of Dr. Vivian 
Hamilton, the evening will include performances 
by renowned soprano Karen Parks and award-
winning baritone Daniel Washington.  In 
addition to this American favorite, the Chorale 
will also perform Francis PoulencÕs Gloria. 
This concert is made possible with generous 
support from the Bank of Anderson.  Tickets 
are priced at $25 for adults and $12 for 
students.  To purchase tickets, please call the 
GAMAC office at (864) 231-6147. Visit our 
website at <www.gamac.org> 

http://www.newcomerclub.com
http://www.newcomerclub.com
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FOOTHILLS CHORALE
2008 Ð 2009 Concert Series

Brooks Center Theatre at Clemson University

LIGHT EVERLASTING
Saturday, December 6 Ð 8:00 PM 
Your hearts will be uplifted and filled with the joy of 
Christmas Ð timeless music and carols bringing dazzling 
rays of hope to this beautiful season.  Enjoy the choral 
sounds and instrumental accompaniment of the past and 
present, with memorable songs such as Do You Hear What  
I Hear, What Child Is This, John RutterÕs AngelsÕ Carol, 
and Gesu Bambino.  They will fill your heart with light 
everlasting.  And as always, we will invite you to join your 
voices with ours for some of your favorite songs. What 
better way to start your holiday season?

Note:  Order now - only four weeks to the Concert, and 
this is a popular Activities Group event!

PORTS OF CALL
Sunday, May 3, 2009 Ð 3:00 PM

All Aboard! Exciting and beautiful music from ports of 
call in North and South America.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The Brooks Center Box Office does 
NOT sell tickets for these events.

Season Tickets:  (the best deal!)  - $25;  Students - $10.  
Reserved section.  

Individual Concerts:  Adults - $15;  Students - $6.

Order your Tickets as follows:  

1.  At Newcomer Meetings at the Foothills Chorale 
table or call Howard King Ð 944-6565 Ð (Handling fee is 
waived!)  Cash or check payable to ÒFoothills ChoraleÓ 

2.  By credit card:  Directly from our secure website:  
www.foothillschorale.org or from our toll-free number:  
888-WE SING 2  (888-937-4642).  Handling Fee:  $2 per 
total order.

3.  By mail:  Send order and add $2 handling fee to 
ticket total with your check made out to: 

Foothills Chorale
P.O. Box 33102
Clemson, SC  29633

Visit our website  www.foothillschorale.org for more 
information.

KEY MAC CLUB

 The KeyMac Club is a Macintosh User's Group in 
the upstate area of South Carolina. KeyMac is a group of 
Macintosh computer users, both men and women, organ-
ized to help each other more fully explore and enjoy their 
computers. 

¥ OSX discussion group --  will meet from 10:00 a.m. 
- 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, November 4  at the Keowee Key 
Activity Center.  The OSX group meets to discuss and re-
solve computer hardware and software problems.  No 
agenda.  Bring your questions! 

¥  General Meeting -- The November meeting of the 
Mac computer club will be held on Tuesday, November 
18, at 10:00 a.m. in the Keowee Room at the Keowee Key 
Activity Center. Guests are always welcome! 

 For more information on the KeyMac Club, visit its 
website http://www.keymug.com or contact Gene Madill, 
president, at (864) 944-7161.

PAINTING AND DRAWING

The Newcomer ClubÕs Painting and Drawing inter-

est group is up and running. We are meeting the 2nd 

Thursday of the month. Our next meeting will be held at 

Blue Ridge Arts Center on November 13  from 1-3:30 

p.m. We are hoping to continue meeting there starting in 

January. There will not be a December meeting.

Anyone with an interest in drawing or painting is 

welcome to attend. This is not a professional group but for 

those wanting to enjoy the company of others while at-

tempting their projects. Take time to get out those stored 

art items and create a little. If there are any questions, 

please contact Bonnie Lamarand at 864-973-6982 or e-

mail to LMRND@NCTV.COM 

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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FRIDAY HIKERS
We had 22 hikers for the September 26 hike to Kings Creek Falls and Spoonauger Creek Falls. Light rain was fal-
ling when we started but changed to sunshine by the time we finished. The next hike on October 10 was led by 
Jim Collard & Carol Henning. Information on the November hike will be sent out in advance to those Newcomers 
that have signed up for Friday Hikers . Look for the sign-up table at the November meeting.

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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OFFICERS
Co-Presidents
 Donna Hammill  864-944-2234
 donnahammill@bellsouth.net 
 
 Greg Hammill
 greghammill@bellsouth.net

Co-Vice Presidents - Programs
 Jan Jerome   864-944-5300
 j_jerome@bellsouth.net
 
 Bill Jerome    864-944-5300
 wjerome@bellsouth.net

Vice President - Membership
 Linda Huggins   864-944-9705
 LHHUGGINS@hotmail.com

Co-Vice Presidents - Hospitality
 Tom and Denise Doyle  864-944-2725
 tddoyle@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer 
 Glen Gilbert   864-719-0020
 glenrgilbert@gmail.com

Secretary
 Cenia Gilbert   864-719-0020
 ceniag@gmail.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Activity Groups
 Karen Henefeld  864-944-0970
 karenhenefeld@bellsouth.net
 
 Mary Anne Kresse  864-886-0076
 maryanne.kresse@gmail.com

Special Interests
 Ann Castle   864-944-1187
 anncastle@charter.net

Public Relations
 Ed Weiland   864-944-2161
 edwland@bellsouth.net

Social 
 Linda Callahan   864-719-0134
 Lindacal1046@yahoo.com

Database 
 Steve Smith   864-719-0068
 srmith1@yahoo.com

Newsletter
 Judy Koepnick   864-886-8184
 jkoepnick@mac.com

Website
 Rita Moore  864-944-2535
 ritagardenia@yahoo.com

NEWCOMER LEADERSHIP 2008-2009

WANTED: NEWSLETTER EDITOR

This important position can be a fun challenge for someone who knows a bit about desktop publishing and layout. 

Currently, it is produced on a Macintosh. If you have Apple's iWork package, Pages is included, along with several 

templates to choose from, which makes the design part very easy. Even with a PC, this is a entertaining project that 

can be uniquely your own. 

Judy Koepnick (864-886-8184)
jkoepnick@mac.com
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