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Did you notice? Sheep Farm Road is now clean and litter 
free from Rt. 123 Bypass to Bountyland Road, thanks to 
Denise and Tom Doyle and the team of Newcomer Club 
volunteers for our new Adopt-A-Road program. Watch for 
quarterly opportunities to work with other Newcomers to 
keep Sheep Farm Road litter free.

Are you ready for 2009? I guess it does not really matter 
since it is already here, regardless of whether we are ready or 
not! So, letÕs dust off last yearÕs resolutions, scratch off what 
you completed, update the rest, and then add a few new 
ones. After all, I am sure the first thing on your list is to 
make room for the things you really want to do.

For many years, our list of resolutions contained things 
we would like to do on a volunteer basis in our 
neighborhood and our community. When we retired almost 
three years ago and moved to the Lake Keowee area, we 
suddenly discovered we now had the time to fulfill some of 
those old resolutions. We used the Newcomer meetings and 
suggestions from friends to learn more about opportunities 
available to us in this area. And, yes Virginia, not only did we 
find a tremendous need for volunteers with a wide variety of 
skills, we also found several organizations and opportunities 
that really interested us. And, yes Virginia, among other 
things we did sign up to help out in the schools and deliver 
meals to seniors, and love the work we have been doing for 
the past two years. 

Our January Program will focus on Volunteer 
organizations in our community and their need to 
recruit people to sustain the work they do. Jan and Bill 
Jerome have put together a dynamite program for us. 
They have lined up speakers from the medical 
community, the educational community, the world of 
plants and trees and the county in which we live.  

Whether you like working with your hands or your 
head, with young or old, by doing or coordinating, often 
or infrequently, with others or alone, locally or far away, 
there is something (probably more than one thing) in 
which you can get involved. In todayÕs world of 
economic crisis, more and more unemployment and a 
dismal view of the near future, what could possibly be 
needed any more than to help those among us that are 
in need?

We encourage you to come to the January meeting, 
listen to the speakers as they represent not only their 
organization but many others with similar needs, visit 
the community tables both before and after the 
program, sign up and get involved. If one of your 
resolutions is to reach out to others, we encourage you 
to just do it! You will love it.

 Greg and Donna Hammill

Newcomer Club Co-Presidents !

PRESIDENTSÕ MESSAGE

WANTED:  NEWSLETTER  EDITOR
There must be someone out there that enjoys working on creative writing projects. The Newcomer newsletter -- a cru-
cial means of communication within the Club -- can be a fun project for someone that knows word processing. The 

editor is in touch with local representatives from music venues, FOLKS, interest and activity groups. You learn whatÕs 
going on in the community and meet people outside of the Newcomer Club. I am in my third year as a Newcomer and 

must find someone to take over by May 2009. It sounds like a long way off, but it will be here soon enough. Either 

someone volunteers or the newsletter stops -- and we donÕt want that to happen!
Judy Koepnick (864-886-8184)

jkoepnick@mac.com
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OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING AT CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
ENROLL, ENLIGHTEN, AND ENJOY

Over the holidays, did you purchase a new digital camera with a tiny instruction booklet written in an unknown 
tongue? Did you receive a laptop computer loaded with unfamiliar software? Was your New Year's resolution to 
start researching your family tree before the next family reunion? When you look back over your holiday gifts, is 
the gift of knowledge missing? It is not too late. The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Clemson University 
is offering over 90 courses on these topics and so much more to assist you with filling in your missing knowledge in 
2009. 

Enroll, enlighten, and enjoy courses conveniently offered at facilities from as far north as Sunset in Pickens 
County, as far south as Pendleton in Anderson County, as far west as Walhalla in Oconee County, as far east as 
Easley in Pickens County, along with a host of other cities throughout the tri-county area. 

Our Spring 2009 Catalog of Courses is available on the Web at www.clemson.edu/OLLI. Registration opens on 
January 12, 2009. We invite you to browse our catalog online, select a course of your liking and mail in your regis-
tration blank to OLLI at Clemson University, Box 340738, Clemson, SC 29634-0738. Because curiosity has no age 
limit!

LUNCH BUNCH

Following the January meeting, we will have lunch at Copper River Grill, 514 Bypass #123. No frills 
-- or thrills -- but good food that you can order off the regular menu. Sign up at the January general 
meeting.

ADOPTION FINALIZED!
On December 13, our 

adoption of Sheep Farm 
Road!was Þnalized with our Þrst 
pick-up.!Ten Newcomer Adopt-
A-Highway volunteers took time 
out from their busy holiday 
schedules to!make this little 
piece of our world 
better.!!Afterwards, those of us 
who didnÕt have to rush off 
enjoyed fellowship and breakfast 
at JimmyÕs Family Restaurant.

Our next pick-up will be in 
March.! If you also wish to make 
a difference, you!can join the 
Newcomer Club of the FoothillsÕ 
Þrst ever Adopt-A-Highway 
group at a meeting or by contact-
ing Denise Doyle.
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RUSSO AND NOE AT THE CIVIC

North Georgia folks, Gabe Russo and Jim Noe, Òprofes-
sional entertainers,Ó make a great New Year beginning 
the night of January 9  at the Walhalla Civic Auditorium. 
For a hilarious evening, in the fashion of the Rat Pack at 
Las Vegas in the early '60s, be on hand at 7 pm.  
A class act all the way, Russo and Noe have been enter-
taining North Georgia, North and South Carolina folks 
since 1999. Performing in tuxedos with the trademark 
Manhattan glass in hand, they really do take an audience 
back to those days. They are easy, relaxed, slightly ribald 
with their humor and possess excellent voices remarka -
bly suited to the big band era.

In July and August 
of 2007 Russo and 
Noe were invited 
to The Highlands 
Playhouse in High-
lands, NC to co-
star in the Frank 
Sinatra revue ÒMy 
Way.Ó
Tickets are $25 per 
person and may 
be purchased in 
Seneca at The 
Booksmith, Sensi-
bly Chic and Musi -
cianÕs Den; in Wal-
halla at the Cham-
ber of Commerce, 
The Village Framer 
and Common 
Grounds; or in the 
Salem-Keowee 

Key area at the Wine Emporium; and in Westminster at 
Dads and Lads.  

RUSTY EVANS: A Tribute to Johnny Cash

Rusty Evans and his three-piece ÒRing of FireÓ band will 
present the best of Johnny Cash on Friday, January 23  at 7 
p.m. at the Civic Auditorium. With a voice Òlike rolling thun-
der and a spirit like gentle rain,Ó Rusty brings a repertoire of 
original story songs, rockabilly and country classics.

Driving rhythms on his am-
pliÞed acoustic Martin gui-
tar are augmented by his 
energetic Ring of Fire Band. 
RustyÕs son, Danny, plays a 
hot rockinÕ lead guitar while 
the bass and drums create 
a powerful pulse that drives 
folks right to the dance 
ßoor.

Rusty graduated from New 
YorkÕs School of Art and 
Design and has been paint-
ing, drawing, printmaking 
and making music ever 
since. His artwork is in nu-
merous museums around 
the world. Early on, Rusty performed on Dick ClarkÕs Ameri-
can Bandstand, jammed with Bob Dylan in Greenwich Vil -
lage and toured with the New Christy Minstrels. A meeting 
with Johnny Cash has strongly inßuenced his singing and 
has shaped the sounds of Ring of Fire.

! Tickets for ÒA Tribute to Johnny CashÓ will be avail-
able in Seneca at the Booksmith, Sensibly Chic and Musi -
cianÕs Den; in Walhalla at the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Village Framer and Common Grounds; in Keowee and the 
Salem area The Wine Emporium and in Westminster at 
DadÕs and LadÕs.

! Call 864-638-5277 for more information or visit the 
web page at www.walhallacivicauditorium.com .  !

WALHALLA CIVIC AUDITORIUM 

KEYMAC CLUB
The KeyMac User Group (MUG) OSX discussion group  will meet from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, 

January 6, 2009 at the Keowee Key Activity Center. The OSX group is an informal gathering of members to discuss and 
resolve computer hardware and software problems. No agenda. Bring your questions! 

KeyMac User Group (MUG) General Meeting of the Mac computer club under the helm of its new president, 
Wayne Walker, will be held on Tuesday, January 20, 2009, from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon in the Keowee Room at the 
Keowee Key Activity Center. 

Program:   Word 2008 for beginners covering the basics of how to use the word processing component of Microsoft 
Office 2008 on the Mac. There are a lot of features in Word, but as many as time allows will be covered. 

Guests are always welcome! For directions to the Keowee Key Activity Center or information on the KeyMac User 
Group, log onto http://www.keymug.com or contact Wayne Walker at  (864) 719-0016.

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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Thank you for all your support at our 
Christmas concert, and we hope you enjoyed it 
as much as we enjoyed singing!  Now that the 
hustle and bustle of the holiday season has 
subsided, the Chorale is about to start rehearsals 
for our Spring Concert, and will be holding 
auditions for new members Tuesday, January 
13, starting at 6:30 p.m. at our normal rehearsal 
venue, Clemson Downs, Clemson.  

Our concert, “Ports of Call,” includes songs 
from throughout the American continent and 
will be held 3:00 p.m., Sunday, May 3 at The 
Brooks Center for Performing Arts, Clemson 
University.

Do you sing? The Chorale welcomes new members. If you enjoy singing, wish to share the joy of 
performing with others and would like to sing with a really good group, now is your chance!

Interested? Call Bill Diekhoff (864-287-2236) or e-mail <bill@foothillschorale.org > for details and audition 
time. For further information (including directions and map), visit our website <www.foothillschorale.org > and 
click on ÒJoining the ChoraleÓ. 

Concert Tickets ($15; Students - $6) may be purchased on our secure website www.foothillschorale.org  
(click on ÒPurchase TicketsÓ in the left column for instructions); by phone, call toll-free 888-WE SING2 (888 
937-4642); or ordered by check at Newcomer Club meetings; or call Howard King at 944-6565;  or by mail 
addressed to Foothills Chorale, P.O. Box 33102, Clemson, SC  29633.  The Brooks Center Box OfÞce do not sell 
tickets to these events. !

FOOTHILLS CHORALE AT BROOKS CENTER, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

WRITERS INK 
Writers Ink, a small but active creative 
writing group, meets in membersÕ homes 
from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. on first and 
third Fridays from September through 
May. Members share their writings: fic-
tion, non-fiction and poetry, including 
chapters of memoirs or novels. 

In January , the group will meet on the 
2nd and 4th Fridays: January 9 and 23, 
2009.   

For further information, contact Margret 
Nordquist at 944-6334, or send e-mail to 
<margret061836@bellsouth.net> Writers Ink members and spouses celebrated the holidays with a dinner at the 

Club at Keowee Key on November 21. (L-R) Sandy & Keith Eustis, Susan & C.C. 
Snyder

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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 The Greater Anderson Musical Arts 
Consortium (GAMAC) will present its 18th annual 
Celebration of Youth concert on Friday, January 
30 at 8:00 p.m. in Henderson Auditorium at the 
Rainey Fine Arts Center on the campus of 
Anderson University. Featuring the youth groups 
of GAMAC joined by the GAMAC Orchestra and a 
group of local high school musicians, this event is 
sure to impress audiences with outstanding young 
talent from across the region.  

 In addition to performances by the GAMAC 
Youth Chorus, Boychoir and Girl Choir, this 
Celebration of Youth will feature 45 high school 
instrumentalists representing T.L. Hanna, 
Walhalla, Seneca, Westside, Belton-Honea Path 
and Palmetto High Schools performing along side 
members of the GAMAC Orchestra. 

 ÒThe object of this experience is to give these 
young musicians the opportunity to experience a 
professional level of performance excellence at an 

age in which we hope they will become inspired to 
further develop their performance skills as they 
move on from high school,Ó said Alex Spainhour, 
GAMAC Artistic Director. ÒThe students rehearse 
independently for the first few rehearsals, and 
then they begin working with the Orchestra. They 
find themselves sitting next to a professional 
player at that first joint rehearsal and when they 
play those first two notes itÕs an ÔA-HA!Õ kind of 
moment! The sound is incredibly mature,Ó he said.

 This performance is made possible with 
generous sponsorship support from AnMed Health 
and Anderson County. Tickets are priced at $25 for 
adults and $12 for students. Group discounts are 
available for groups of ten or more. To purchase 
tickets, please call the GAMAC office at (864) 
231-6147.  

Dana Gencarelli, GAMAC Executive Director !

GREATER ANDERSON MUSICAL ARTS CONSORTIUM 
CELEBRATES THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS

SINGING VALENTINES

What better way to say “I love you” on Valentine’s 
Day than to send a quartet to personally sing to your 
special valentine? A Barbershop quartet from the 
Golden Corner Barbershop Chorus will personally de-
liver a singing valentine to any location in Oconee and 
Pickens counties. Part of the proceeds from this project 
is used to support local charities.

For $40 a quartet will arrive in formal attire at a 
location of your choice, sing two love songs, and present 
a long-stemmed rose and a card written with your per-
sonal message. For sweethearts in distant areas, a quar-
tet will also sing by phone to anywhere in the USA for 
$20. The quartet will be available to sing at restaurants, 
shops, offices, hospitals, nursing homes, or in private 
homes. The available dates for the offerings are February 
12, 13 & 14.

The chorus has been offering these unforgettable 
and unique memories to the local areas for many years. 
Orders or questions may be directed to Jon Reed at 
972-0026, Ray Schmelter at 944-7905, or Wayne Hickam 
at 885-0062. 

APRIL ACTIVITY: MUSICAL COMEDY

If you’re looking for an entertaining, musical evening 
with your activity group, consider an original musical 
mystery-comedy entitled “RIVERBOAT DAZE.” Our own 
Seneca Golden Corner Barbershop Chorus is presenting 
the show on April 17 & 18 at 7:30 p.m. at Walhalla High 
School. The show comically unravels a mystery while the 
chorus is on board a Mississippi river boat on their way 
to New Orleans. 

Tickets are only $10. This could be a perfect local 
outing for your group. For further information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact Ron Naradowski (888-8545), Ray 
Schmelter (944-7905) or Jon Reed (972-0026).

GOLDEN CORNER BARBERSHOP CHORUS

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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FOUR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOMES 
LANDSCAPED BY OCHFH VOLUNTEERS

OCHFH’s landscaping volunteers couldn’t complain 
about lack of work in October. They landscaped two 
modular homes on Old Knox Bridge Road in Fair Play 
for the Webb and Prince families, the stick-built home 
on Conner Blvd. in Fair Play for the Phillips family and 
the home of Angela Craft on Tribble Street in Seneca. 
The Homebuilder Association of Oconee County built 
the Craft home.  Shiloh and Head-Lee Nurseries do-
nated trees, shrubs and plants for the four homes, and 
Lowe’s provided discount prices for the various tools 
given to each homeowner.  HBA Member John Cothran, 
Manager of Rainmaker Ponds, donated design, equip-
ment, labor and sod to landscape the home in Seneca.

LANDSCAPING

To volunteer for landscaping, call Dave Mikkelsen (864) 
888-8554, or e-mail <oconeebellct@aol.com>

CONSTRUCTION

Construction of the two homes on Johnson Street in 
Westminster sponsored by Square D/Schneider Electric 
and Congress Building America resumed on Friday, 
January 2, 2009. Construction hours are Tuesdays from 
12:00 Noon – 4:00 p.m. and Fridays and Saturdays from 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon. Volunteers are needed. Call 
Mary-Sue Plague at (864) 944-6888 for directions to the 
sites and more information.

5TH OCHFH FALL PICNIC

Though the weather was a little breezy and overcast, 
OCHFH's 5th Fall Picnic at South Cove Park had a great 
turnout of current and future home owners, volunteers and 
their families.  Rick McRae gave a short welcome speech and 
asked for a round of applause for OCHFH's tireless 
volunteers. Following prayers, guests were treated to a great 
BBQ from Piggaso's and a delicious cake donated by Ingles 
bakery. The picnic provided a great opportunity for home 
owners, their family partners and volunteers to mingle.  

RESALE STORE 

130 Bountyland Road, Seneca, SC
Tel: (864) 888-2118 e-mail: <ochfh06@bellsouth.net>

HOURS OF OPERATION

The Resale Store will reopen on Wednesday, January 7, 2009. 
Store hours are Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. For further 
information, call the store at (864) 888-2118. 

The store appreciates donations of furniture, appliances, 
dishes, bric-a-brac, paintings, draperies, linens, bedspreads, 
books, games, garden items, tools, toys -- just about anything 
but clothes. Items can be dropped off at Receiving behind 
the Resale Store during store hours. For pick-up of donated 
furniture, cabinets, countertops, appliances and bathroom 
fixtures, call or send e-mail. Pick-ups are available in Oconee 
and Pickens Counties. Used cars, trucks, boats and boat 
trailers in working condition are also accepted. !

OCONEE COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY (OCHFH)

John Cothran spreads mulch - the easy way
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FRIDAY HIKERS

CARRICK CREEK TRAIL, TABLE ROCK, 12/5/08PIGPEN FALLS AND LICKLOG FALLS, 12/19/08

http://www.newcomerclub.com
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OFFICERS
Co-Presidents
 Donna Hammill  864-944-2234
 donnahammill@bellsouth.net 
 
 Greg Hammill
 greghammill@bellsouth.net

Co-Vice Presidents - Programs
 Jan Jerome   864-944-5300
 j_jerome@bellsouth.net
 
 Bill Jerome    864-944-5300
 wjerome@bellsouth.net

Vice President - Membership
 Linda Huggins   864-944-9705
 LHHUGGINS@hotmail.com

Co-Vice Presidents - Hospitality
 Tom and Denise Doyle  864-944-2725
 tddoyle@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer 
 Glen Gilbert   864-719-0020
 glenrgilbert@gmail.com

Secretary
 Cenia Gilbert   864-719-0020
 ceniag@gmail.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Activity Groups
 Karen Henefeld  864-944-0970
 karenhenefeld@bellsouth.net
 
 Mary Anne Kresse  864-886-0076
 maryanne.kresse@gmail.com

Special Interests
 Ann Castle   864-944-1187
 anncastle@charter.net

Public Relations
 Ed Weiland   864-944-2161
 edwland@bellsouth.net

Social 
 Linda Callahan   864-719-0134  
LINDACAL1046@yahoo.com

Database 
 Steve Smith   864-719-0068
 srmith1@yahoo.com

Newsletter
 Judy Koepnick   864-886-8184
 jkoepnick@mac.com

Website
 Rita Moore  864-944-2535
 ritagardenia@yahoo.com

NEWCOMER LEADERSHIP 2008-2009

CHRISTMAS BOAT PARADE

Members and friends of the ÒMore the MerrierÓ 
Newcomer Club activity group decorated their 
boats for a Lake Keowee Christmas boat parade. 
The temperature was cold, but spirits were warm 
as the flotilla made its way along the shoreline to 
bring Christmas cheer to local residents. It is 
hoped that participation will grow and become a 
new tradition in the community.
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